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ST JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PARISH
LITURGY

LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS / MASS INTENTIONS

Entrance Antiphon: Have mercy on me, O Lord for I cry to You all the day long,.
O Lord, You are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to You.

First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-9

Responsorial Psalm: My soul is thirsting for You, O Lord my God.

Romans 12:1-2
Matthew 16:21-27

Second Reading
Gospel:

VIGIL SATURDAY

6:00pm
SUNDAY 8.30am Ariel Castro (Dec. Ann.)
10:00am For the Parish
Monday 8:00am 22nd Week Ordinary Time
Tuesday: 8:00am St Teresa of Kolkata
Wednesday 8:00am Bl Michael Czartorysky &
Julia Syanislava Rodzininska
Thursday 8:00am 22nd Week Ordinary Time
Friday 8.00am BIRTHDAY OF BL. VIRGIN MARY Matthew, Adam, Lawrence
& Paul
Saturday 8.30am Mass of the Virgin Mary Angele Ghougassian (D.A.)
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: BAPTISM OR MARRIAGE

Please contact the Parish Office or one of the priests.
In the case of Emergency please call the emergency
number at the front of this bulletin.

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES:
Ariel Castro, Angele Ghougassian

YOUTH MASS

Our next Youth Masses will be 9th & 23rd September
at 6pm. Please invite all young people to come
along for Mass and a get together.

Please contact the Parish Office.

COMMUNION TO THE SICK

We need men and women to take the Blessed
Eucharist to our sick and elderly Parishioners on a
Sunday morning after 8.30am Mass. If you can help
in this Ministry please speak to Fr Andrew.

POPE FRANCIS’ SEPTEMBER INTENTIONS

Parishes

That our Parishes, animated by a missionary spirit,
may be places where faith is communicated and
charity is seen.

WEPRAY FOR THE SICK: Kevin Collins, Alistair McArthur, Dianne Devitt, John McCahon, Kathryn Tuckwell, Carmel
Kerr, Debbie O’Connor, Roger Stevens, Cameron Stevens, Shayla, Karen Morvan, Gisela Drobiszewski, Katalin
Domotor, Charles Timmins, Barbara Thompson, Zig Barglik, Valerie Davis, Raymond Waters, Francene Flannery,
Jason Isbitski, Rosslyn Talbot, David Jenkins, Noeline Cruzado & Kathleen Angoves.

Sick LisT: If you have anyone for the sick list, (due to privacy laws) contact the Parish Office to fill in a form and update it at
the end of each month to keep the names on the sick list.
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ST JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PARISH
PARISH AND THE DIOCESE

SECOND COLLECTION: Envelopes: $999

Loose: $358.15

LEGION OF MARY - ‘Mary Seat of Wisdom”
Meetings are held every Saturday at 2pm in the old
office building. All persons interested in meeting
and participating in the Legion’s activities are most
welcome.

ROSARY IN OUR HOMES

Please fill in the form at the back of the Church if
you are interested in having Our Lady’s Statue and
the Rosary in your home for a week at a time.

SACRAMENTS FOR 2017:
Confirmation: Tuesday 24t October

ST. JOSEPH’S PRAYER GROUPS:

2nd & 4th Wednesdays after Mass - 9am to 10am in
Parish Hall.
Enquiries: Aloma - 4731 8102; Teresa - 4731 4222

1st & 34 Mondays 7pm in Parish Office.
Enquiries: Jim - 0411 280 950.

BIBLE STUDY

Our Bible Study is every Wednesday at 10.30am in
the Parish Hall. All are most welcome. Please bring
your Bible with you.

SKY YOUTH GROUP

Youth Group Wednesdays in the school term from
3pm to 5pm. Young people from Years 6 to 12 are
most welcome.

PARISH LUNCH:

All Parishioners are invited to our lunch on the 2nd
Wednesday of each month. Venue is Penrith Golf
Club for 13th September. If you need a lift please
ring the Office. All are most welcome.

COLUMBAN CALENDARS
2018 Calendars are for sale after weekend Masses
at $9 each. They make a lovely Christmas gift.

FATIMA DAY - FRIDAY 13™ OCTOBER
We are going to the Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy at
Penrose Park, near Berrima, for Our Lady of
Fatima’s 100t Anniversary Feast. We have hired a
bus to travel as a Parish and there are a few seats
left. Please ring the Office to book your seat.

RUNNING FOR ST VINCENT DE PAUL

Dear friends, thank you for your donations I have
raised $3078 so far! If you wish to sponsor Vinnies
and my run in the Sydney Marathon in September,
please go to the following site:

https:/ /donate.grassrootz.com/blackmores-
sydney-running-festival-2017/ vinnies/ pawel-
barszczewski In Prayer, Fr. Pawel.

BISHOP’S APPEAL FOR RETIRED & SICK CLERGY
There will be a collection this weekend. If you wish
you can contribute online via EFT to BSB 067950
and Account No 001691 in the name of CSF with
your name, and send email with your details to
csf@parra.catholic.org.au so a receipt can be sent.

Please be generous.

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC YOUTH FESTIVAL
Bishop Vincent invites all young people from Year
9 to 30 years of age to celebrate at Sydney Olympic
Park from 7t to 9t December. For all enquiries
contact James Camden, Director of Youth on 8838
3428 or jcamden@parra.catholic.org.au.

MT SCHOENSTATT

Annual Filipino Pilgrimage at 230 Fairlight Road,
Mulgoa on 10 September from 11am, with Mass at
12.15pm followed by Picnic Lunch and Fellowship.
Contact Marilou Marcelo 9541 0656.

FAITH IN MARRIAGE SEMINAR

“Men, Women & the Mystery of Love.” Presented
by Dr Edward Sri at St Patrick’s Cathedral Hall
Parramatta on Friday 8th September, 7.30pm sharp.
Register: 8838 3460 or Imf@parra.catholic.org.au.

PROPOSED CHANGE TO MARRIAGE ACT

As members of the Australian democracy we are
being called to consider changes to the definition of
marriage in the Marriage Act. Mindful of the
Church’s understanding of Marriage as well as of
our belief that every human being, regardless of
gender or sexual orientation, is created in the image
of God, it is important that debate takes place in a
measured, mature and sensitive manner. Go to:

https://www.catholic.org.au/plebiscite for more

information & resources.


mailto:csf@parra.catholic.org.au
mailto:jcamden@parra.catholic.org.au
mailto:lmf@parra.catholic.org.au
https://www.catholic.org.au/plebiscite

ST JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PARISH
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE WORLD

The Holy Father’s Catechesis on Hope and Memory

Today I would like to return to a very important topic: the
relation between hope and memory, with particular
reference to the memory of a vocation. And I take as an
example Jesus’ call to the first disciples. This experience
remained so imprinted in their memory, that one of them
even made a note of the hour: “for it was about the tenth
hour” (John 1:39). The evangelist John recounts the episode
as a clear memory of youth, which remained intact in his
memory as an elderly man, because John wrote these
things when he was already elderly.

The meeting happened near the river Jordan, where John
the Baptist was baptizing; and those young Galileans had
chosen the Baptist as spiritual guide. One day Jesus came,
and had Himself baptized in the river. He went there
again the next day, and then the Baptizer, that is, John the
Baptist said to two of his disciples, “Behold the Lamb of
God!” (v. 36).

It was a “spark” for those two. They left their first teacher
and went to follow Jesus. On the way, He turned to them
and asked the decisive question: “What do you seek?” (v.
38). Jesus appears in the Gospels as an expert of the
human heart. At that moment He had met two youths
who were seeking, healthily restless. In fact, what youth is
a satisfied youth without a question of meaning? Young
people who don’t seek anything are not young people;
they are retired, they have grown old before the time. Its
sad to see young people in retirement. And Jesus,
throughout the Gospel, in all the meetings that happen to
Him along the way, appears as an “ignitor” of hearts.
Hence His question seeks to have the desire emerge for life
and of happiness that every youth bears inside: “What do
you seek?” I would also like to ask the young people who
are here in the Square today, and those listening through
the media: “You, who are young, what do you seek? In
your heart, what do you seek?”

John’s and Andrew’s vocation began thus. It was the
beginning of such a strong friendship with Jesus as to
impose a commonality of life and of passions with Him.
The two disciples begin to be with Jesus and are
transformed immediately into missionaries, because when
the meeting ends they don’t return home calmly: so true is
this that their respective brothers — Simon and James — are
soon involved in the following. They went to them and
said: We have found the Messiah; we have found a great
prophet”: they gave the news. They are missionaries of
that encounter. It was such a touching, happy encounter
that the disciples would remember for ever that day that
illumined and oriented their youth.

How does one discover one’s vocation in this world? It can
be discovered in many ways, but this page of the Gospel

tells us that the first indication is the joy of the encounter
with Jesus. Marriage, consecrated life, priesthood: every
vocation begins with an encounter with Jesus who gives
us a new joy and hope and leads us, also through trials
and difficulties, to an ever fuller encounter, that encounter
grows greater; the encounter with Him and to the fullness
of joy.

The Lord doesn’t want reluctant men and women walking
behind Him, without having in their heart the wind of joy.
You, who are in the Square, I ask you — each one answer to
himself — do you have in your heart the wind of joy? Each
one should ask himself: “Do I have in me, in my heart, the
wind of joy?” Jesus wants people who have experienced
that to be with Him giving an immense happiness, which
can be renewed every day of life. A disciple of the
Kingdom of God who isn’t joyous doesn’t evangelize this
world; he is sad. We become preachers of Jesus not by
sharpening the arms of rhetoric: you can talk, talk, talk but
if there isn’t something else, how do we become preachers
of Jesus? By keeping in our eyes the twinkle of true
happiness. We see so many Christians, also among us,
who with their eyes transmit to one the joy of the faith:
with their eyes!

Therefore, a Christian, as the Virgin Mary, protects the
flame of his falling in love, in love with Jesus. Certainly,
there are trials in life; there are moments in which one
must go on despite the cold and adverse winds, despite
much bitterness. But Christians know the way that leads to
that sacred fire that lighted them once and for all.

But please, I recommend: let us not heed disappointed and
unhappy persons, let us not listen to one who
recommends cynically not to cultivate hope in life; let us
not trust one who extinguishes at birth every enthusiasm
saying that no enterprise is worth the sacrifice of a whole
life. We don't listen to the “old” of heart who suffocate
youthful euphoria. We go to the old who have eyes
shining with hope! Instead, we cultivate healthy utopias:
God want us capable of dreaming as He does and with
Him, while we walk very attentive to the reality, to dream
of a different world. And if a dream is extinguished, go
back to dream it again, drawing with hope from the
memory of the origins, of those embers that, perhaps after
a not very good life, are hidden under the ashes of the first
encounter with Jesus.

Here then is a fundamental dynamic of Christian life: to
remember Jesus. Paul said to his disciple: “Remember
Jesus Christ” (2 Timothy 2:8); this is the advice of the great
Saint Paul: “Remember Jesus Christ.” To remember Jesus,
the fire of love with which one day we conceived our life
as a project of goodness, and to revive our hope with this
flame.



