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Please leave a detailed Message

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
231 December 2018, Year C/1
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STUMME, Absolon, The Escape to Egypt, 1499, National Museum of Poland, Warsaw

Sunday Masses: ,
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm (Mass in Polish) ST. JOSEPH'S PRIMARY SCHOOL
6:00pm Mrs. Patricia Reilly — Principal
Sunday: 8:30am
10:00am School Office Times
8:30 am - 4:00 pm - Monday to Friday
Weekday Masses:
Monday-Friday 8:00am Address
Saturda 8:30am 94 Joseph Street
y ‘ Kingswood, NSW 2747
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Telephone: 4726 4200; Fax: 4731 1432
Saturday after 8:30am Mass
www.stjosephskingswood.catholic.edu.au
Baptism, Marriage = Please contact the Parish Offic

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 9:00am — 2:00pm and Friday: 8:30am — 1:30pm

Address: 12 Richmond Rd, PO Box 39, Kingswood, NSW 2747  Telephone: 02 4721 4080; Fax: 02 4721 0089
Email: parish@stjosephskingswood.org; Web: www.stjosephskingswood.org; Facebook: stjosephkingswood




ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PARISH

LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS / MASS INTENTIONS

Entrance Antiphon: Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.

First Reading: Micah 5:1-4
Responsorial Psalm: Lord, make us turn to You; let us see Your face and we shall be saved.
Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10

Gospel: Luke 1:39-44
VIGIL SATURDAY
6:00pm Tony Pace (Healing)
SUNDAY 8:30am Stan & Joyce Jenkins (Dec. Ann.)
10:00am For the Parish
Monday 8:00am 4» Week of Advent
6.00pm Christmas Vigil
Tuesday 12:00am Midnight Mass
9.00am Christmas Day For the Parish
Wednesday 8:00am ST STEPHEN Tony Pace (Healing)
Thursday 8.00am ST JOHN Edward & Anna Bugeya (Dec. Ann.)
Friday 8.00am THE HOLY INNOCENTS For God’s Precious Infants
Saturday 8.30am 5+ Day in Octave of Christmas Lucy Dias (Recently Deceased)
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: (Carols from 5.30pm)

Tuesday 25- — Midnight Mass

Pl tact the Parish Offi f the Priests.
ease contac e I"aris 1Ce Or one O e I'riests (Carols from 11.30pm Monday night)

In the case of Emergency please call the emergency

number at the front of this bulletin. 9.00am Mass',
11.00am Polish Mass
BAPTISM OR MARRIAGE: ,
Please contact the Parish Office. NEW YEAR’S DAY MASSES
Tuesday 1« January 8am and 6pm.
RECENTLY DECEASED: Lucy Dias After 6pm Mass please join us to celebrate the New

Year with Bingo, Barbeque and Festivities.

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES:
Stan & Joyce Jenkins, Edward & Anna Bugeya

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK: Kevin Collins, John McCahon, Kathryn Tuckwell, Carmel Kerr, Roger Stevens, Cameron
Stevens, Shayla, Karen Morvan, Katalin Domotor, Barbara Thompson, Zig Barglik, Valerie Davies, Raymond
Waters, Jason Isbitski, Andrew Isbitski, David Jenkins, Margaret Colville, Gill Waltisbuhl, Robert Waltisbuhl,
Cecylia Tobera.

%Ilgl:r § M’%%%Fdﬁe for the sick list, (Due to privacy laws) contact the Parish Office to fill in a form and update it

Manday S acvisilViaes &t GO9RMs on the sick list.
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ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PARISH

PARISH AND THE DIOCESE  CATHOLIC CHURCH

Have a blessed Christmas and a grace filled New Year A.D. 2019

Dominican Fathers

POPE FRANCIS’ DECEMBER INTENTIONS

In the Service of the Transmission of Faith

That people, who are involved in the service and
transmission of faith, may find, in their dialogue
with culture, a language suited to the conditions of
the present time.

SECOND COLLECTION: Envelopes: $727

Loose: $341.50

LEGION OF MARY - ‘Mary Seat of Wisdom’
Meeting every Thursday from 6:00pm to 7:30pm in
the old office building. All interested in participating
in Legion’s activities are most welcome.

CHILDREN’S LEGION OF MARY

Meeting every Wednesday from 6.00pm in the old
office building. Children under 18 years old are most
welcome.

ROSARY IN OUR HOMES:

Please fill in the form at the back of the Church if
you would like Our Lady’s Statue and the Rosary
in your home for a week at a time. The Statue will
be delivered to you by the Legion of Mary.

SACRAMENTS 2019

Reconciliation — Registration 10* March
First Communion — Registration 28" April
Confirmation — Registration 28 July

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP

Every 274 and 4'h Saturday of the month in the Church
from 12.30pm to 3pm. All are most welcome. Please
contact Delfin on 0478 784 885 with any questions.

BIBLE STUDY

Bible Study this Wednesday at 10.30am. There will
be two weeks off (25 December and 2~ January). It
will then resume Wednesday 9+ January. All are
most welcome. Please bring your Bibles with you.

PARISH LUNCH:

Held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. Our first
Lunch for 2019 will be Wednesday 9t January at
Penrith Golf Club. All are most welcome.

SUNDAY MORNING TEAS

Thank you to Jim Warburton and the Team for
providing Morning Tea after 10am Mass all year.
They are having a well-earned rest until the 1
Sunday in February.

CHOIR MEMBERS REQUIRED

If you enjoy singing, please consider joining our
Choir for Christmas Carols and Midnight Mass.
Please ring Rubina on 0405 043 865 for more
information. Thank you to our Choirs, who so
taithfully lead us in worship throughout the year.

CLEANING THE LORD’S HOUSE

If anyone has a free hour on a Friday or Saturday
morning we would appreciate some help cleaning
the Church, polishing brass or arranging flowers.
Please ring the Parish Office.

ST JOSEPH’S KINGSWOOD REUNION
A reunion is being planned for Year 6 Class of 1986.
Please email Janette Flavell at jankers@tpg.com.au

BISHOP VINCENT’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL
We have raised $3211.95 thanks to your generosity.

HOUSE OF WELCOME DONATIONS

If you would like to donate groceries for the refugees
please leave them at the Parish Office. They need olive
oil, tinned tomatoes, Basmati rice, flour, UHT milk,
washing and dishwashing liquid, cleaning products,
chick peas, tea and coffee.

NSW PASTORAL MINISTRY CONFERENCE
Tuesday 26" February from 9.30am to 4.30pm at
Dooleys Catholic Club Lidcombe. Keynote speaker is
Fr Frank Brennan SJ AO. Cost $75 and includes
morning tea and lunch. For information and
registration nappa2019.wixsite.com/conference.

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020

Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’
decision to hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020
and 2021. Information at back of the Church or at
plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

POPE FRANCIS’ CATECHESIS



ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PARISH

On Christmas

In six days, it will be Christmas. The trees, the
decorations and the lights everywhere recall that this
year also there will be a celebration. Advertising invites
to keep exchanging newer and newer gifts to have
surprises. However, is this the celebration that pleases
God? What Christmas would He want, what presents
and surprises?

We look at the first Christmas of history to discover
God’s tastes. That Christmas was full of surprises. It
begins with Mary, who was Joseph’s promised bride: the
Angel arrives and changes her life. From being a virgin,
she will be a mother. It continues with Joseph, called to
be the father of a son without generating Him. A son that
— in a dramatic turn of events — arrives in the least
indicated moment, namely, when Mary and Joseph were
betrothed and, according to the Law, could not live
together. In face of the scandal, the good sense of the
time invited Joseph to repudiate Mary and save his good
name, but he, although he had the right: not to hurt Mary
he thinks of taking leave of her in secret, at the cost of
losing his own reputation. Then, another surprise: in a
dream, God changes his plans and asks him to take Mary
to himself. Jesus having been born, when Joseph had his
plans for the family, again in a dream he is told to rise
and go to Egypt. Christmas brought unexpected life
changes. And if we want to live Christmas, we must
open our heart and be open to surprises, namely, to an
unexpected change of life.

However, it’s on Christmas Eve that the greatest surprise
arrives: the Most High is a little baby. The divine Word
is an infant, which means literally, “incapable of
speaking.” And the divine Word becomes “incapable of
speaking.” The Authorities of the time or of the place or
the ambassadors were not there to receive the Saviour:
no, it was simple shepherds, who, surprised by the
Angels while they were working at night, run without
delay. Christmas is to celebrate the unheard-of God, or
better, it is to celebrate a God, who overturns our logics
and our expectations.

To celebrate Christmas, then, is to receive on earth
Heaven’s surprises. One can’t live “down to earth,”
when Heaven has brought its novelties into the world.
Christmas inaugurates a new era, where life isn’t
planned but is given; where one no longer lives for
oneself, on the basis of one’s tastes, but for God; and with
God because since the first Christmas, God is God-with-
us, who lives with us, who walks with us. To live
Christmas is to let oneself be shaken by its surprising
novelty. Jesus’ Birth doesn’t offer the reassuring warmth
of a fireplace, but the divine thrill that shakes history.
Christmas is the revenge of humility over arrogance, of

simplicity over abundance, of silence over noise, of
prayer over “my time,” of God over my “I.”

To celebrate Christmas is to do as Jesus did, who came
for us needy people, and to come down to those in need
of us. It is to do as Mary did: to entrust ourselves, docile
to God, even without understanding what He will do.
To celebrate Christmas is to do as Joseph did: to rise to
do what God wants, even if it's not according to our
plans. Saint Joseph is surprising: he never speaks in the
Gospel: there isn’t one word of Joseph in the Gospel; and
the Lord speaks to him in silence, He speaks to him in
fact in his sleep. Christmas is to prefer God'’s silent voice
to the noises of consumerism. If we are able to be silent
before the Crib, Christmas will be a surprise for us also,
not something already seen. To be in silence before the
Crib: this is the invitation for Christmas. Take a bit of
time, go before the Crib and stay in silence. And you will
feel, you will see the surprise.

However, the celebration can be mistaken and we can
prefer the usual things on earth, to the novelties of
Heaven. If Christmas remains only a beautiful
traditional feast, where we, and not Him, are at the
centre, it will be a lost occasion. Please, let us not make
Christmas worldly! Let us not put the One celebrated
aside as happened then, when “He came among His
own, and His own received Him not” (John 1:11). Since
the first Gospel of Advent, the Lord has put us on guard,
asking us not to be weighed down with “dissipation”
and “the cares of life” (Luke 21:34). In these days one
runs, perhaps more than ever during the year. So, the
opposite is done of what Jesus wants. We blame the
many things that fill our day, the world that goes fast.
Yet Jesus didn’t blame the world. He asked us not to let
ourselves be dragged, to watch at all times praying.

Behold, it will be Christmas if, like Joseph, we make
room for silence; if, like Mary, we say to God “Here I
am”; if, like Jesus, we are close to one who is alone; if,
like the shepherds, we go out of our enclosures to be
with Jesus. It will be Christmas, if we find the light in the
poor cave of Bethlehem. It won't be Christmas if we seek
the shimmering glow of the world, if we fill ourselves
with gifts, lunches and dinners, but we don’t help at least
one poor person, who is like God, because at Christmas
God came poor.

Dear brothers and sisters, I wish you a happy Christmas,
a Christmas rich in Jesus’ surprises! They might seem
uncomfortable surprises, but they are God’s tastes. If we
embrace them, we will have a splendid surprise for
ourselves. Each one of us has hidden in the heart the
capacity to be surprised. Let us let Jesus surprise us this
Christmas.



